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Lesson 7: Engaging Parents in the VBS Experience 

Delivery: Online via Zoom/Teams 
Time: 30–45 minutes 
Objective: By the end of this lesson, participants will be able to implement strategies to 
actively engage parents as partners in the VBS experience, building trust and extending 
ministry impact into the home. 

Opening Activity: “Through a Parent’s Eyes” (5 minutes) 

 
“Welcome, VBS leaders! Today we’re shifting our focus to the most influential people in a 
child’s faith journey: their parents or caregivers. Let’s start by stepping into their shoes. In 
the chat, finish this sentence from a parent’s perspective: 
‘When I drop my child off at a new church program, I hope…’ 
(Examples: ‘…they are safe,’ ‘…they have fun,’ ‘…they learn something good.’) 

“Those hopes reveal what parents value most: safety, positive experience, and 
trustworthy content. Today, we’ll learn how to not only meet those hopes but also invite 
parents into partnership. We’re not just hosting their kids—we’re equipping and 
supporting families.” 

 

Teaching Points (15 minutes) 

1. Parent Meeting/Kick-Off: Building Trust Before Day One 
“Anxiety is highest before the first drop-off. Host a low-pressure, informative Parent 
Preview (in-person or online) to: 

• Introduce key leaders and show the spaces. 
• Present the theme, schedule, and safety procedures. 
• Distribute a clear ‘What to Expect’ flyer. 
• Collect contact info and answer questions. 

This single step builds immense trust and drastically reduces first-day chaos.” 

2. Equipping Parents: From Spectators to Disciple Makers 
“Our job isn’t to replace parents as spiritual leaders—it’s to resource them. Provide 
simple, daily tools to continue the conversation at home: 
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• Daily Take-Home Cards with: Today’s Bible Point, a Discussion Question (e.g., ‘Ask 
me how God showed His power today!’), a Memory Verse, and a Preview of 
Tomorrow. 

• Weekly Email Recap with links to songs, craft photos, and the main lesson. 

• Social Media clips of songs or stories so parents can engage.” 

3. Invite Parents to Volunteer: Creating Shared Ownership 
“Some parents will volunteer if personally asked. Create specific, short-term, low-barrier 
roles for them: 

• ‘Greeting Team’ (15 minutes at drop-off) 
• ‘Snack Setup Helper’ (30 minutes before pick-up) 
• ‘Friday Family Night Greeter’ 

Frame it as: ‘We’d love your help in making this special for all our kids—even 
if just for one day!’” 

4. Family Night: The Culminating Celebration 
“Plan a simple, celebratory Family Night on the last evening of VBS. This is your prime 
opportunity to minister to the whole family. Include: 

• Kids singing the VBS songs. 
• A short, engaging gospel presentation for all ages. 
• Showcase of crafts and activities. 
• Fellowship time (ice cream social, picnic). 
• A clear, warm invitation to your church’s next step.” 

 
“When planning your parent resources, be sure to explore the family devotionals and 
take-home materials included in your UMIVBS curriculum. Many themes provide 
professionally designed take-home cards, parent emails, and even scripts for Family Night. 
Using these ensures your messaging is consistent and theologically sound, and it saves 
you from creating everything from scratch.” 

Group Activity: “Plan a Family Night” (10 minutes) 

Instructions: 
Use breakout rooms (3–4 people per room). Share a digital “Family Night Planner” template  
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Task: 
Outline a one-hour Family Night for the Thursday or Friday of VBS week. Include: 

• Schedule (e.g., 6:00-7:00 PM) 
• Key Elements (Welcome, Kid Performance, Short Message, Activity, Food, 

Invitation) 
• Roles Needed (Who will host? Lead music? Serve food?) 
• One ‘Wow Factor’ (Something special to make it memorable). 

Fill-in-the-Blank Activity (5 minutes) 

Share screen or send link to digital form. Participants complete individually: 

Parent Partnership Plan 

1. The three key goals of a Parent Preview Meeting are: 
a. _______________________ 
b. _______________________ 
c. _______________________ 

2. One essential element to include on a Daily Take-Home Card is: 

 
3. A low-barrier volunteer role for a parent could be: 

 
4. UMIVBS.com supports parent engagement by providing: 

 

Closing Challenge & Prayer (5 minutes) 

“Your challenge this week: Create a draft of your Parent Take-Home Flyer for Day 
1. Include a welcome note, the daily Bible point, and a preview of the week. Use resources 
from your UMIVBS theme to give it a professional, engaging look. Remember, when we 
engage parents, we don’t just double our impact—we build a bridge between church and 
home. Let’s pray for wisdom to partner well with families, and for God to work in the hearts 
of both children and their parents.” 

 

 

https://umivbs.com/
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Answer Key for Fill-in-the-Blanks 

1. Goals of Parent Preview: 

a. Build trust and reduce anxiety 

b. Communicate essential info (schedule, safety) 

c. Collect contact information 

2. Take-Home Card element: 

Example: “A discussion question for the car ride home,” or “Today’s memory verse.” 

3. Low-barrier parent role: 

Example: “Check-in helper for 20 minutes,” or “Bringing snacks for one day.” 

4. UMIVBS.com parent support: 

Example: “Ready-to-print take-home cards, family devotionals, and Family Night 

guides.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://umivbs.com/
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Digital Handout: “Parent Engagement Checklist” 

(Provided to participants for ongoing use) 

Before VBS: 

• Schedule a Parent Preview (in-person or virtual). 

• Design a “Welcome & What to Expect” flyer/email. 

• Prepare all Daily Take-Home Cards (print and organize by day). 

• Recruit 2-3 parents for specific, short-term volunteer roles. 

• Plan your Family Night (date, time, program, food). 

During VBS Week: 

• Each Day: Smile, greet parents by name at drop-off/pick-up. 

• Each Day: Distribute Take-Home Card and a small treat (e.g., sticker for 
parent/child). 

• Mid-Week: Send a positive update email/text with a photo. 

• Family Night: Execute your plan; have connection cards available. 

After VBS: 

• Send a thank-you email to all parents with Family Night photos. 

• Invite them to the next church event (e.g., Family Sunday). 

• Pass along contact info to appropriate ministry leaders (e.g., Children’s Ministry). 

Pro Tips for Connection: 

• Learn Names: Use name tags for parents at drop-off. 

• Be Visible: Have the Director at the entrance each day. 

• Communicate Clearly: Use a private Facebook group or WhatsApp for daily 
updates and photos. 

• Empower Conversations: Provide the VBS music playlist (often available 
on UMIVBS.com) so families can sing along at home. 

Leverage Your Curriculum: 
Your UMIVBS theme likely includes conversation starters, family activities, and faith-at-
home ideas. Integrate these directly into your take-home materials to create a seamless 
spiritual journey from your church to their living room. 

https://umivbs.com/

